Is pancreaticogastrostomy safer than pancreaticojejunostomy?
Failure of a pancreatic-enteric anastomosis very frequently leads to morbidity and mortality after pancreaticoduodenectomy. Pancreaticojejunostomy or pancreaticogastrostomy is often used after pancreaticoduodenectomy. The many reports on pancreaticogastrostomy support the low rates of anastomotic leakage and mortality compared with pancreaticojejunostomy. Between January 1995 and December 2004, 155 pancreaticojejunostomies and 58 pancreaticogastrostomies were performed after pancreatic resection in the Second Department of Surgery of Nagoya University Hospital. Postoperative morbidity and mortality were analyzed. The incidence of pancreatic fistula was similar for the pancreaticojejunostomy (12.2%) and pancreaticogastrostomy (20.7%) groups and the mortality rate was 0% in both groups. This restrospective clinical study suggested no significant difference in the incidence rate of pancreatic fistula and mortality between pancreaticojejunostomy and pancreaticogastrostomy.